
VITAL VOIDS
Cavities and Holes in 

Mesoamerican Material Culture

ANDREW FINEGOLD

University of Texas Press       Austin

Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   3Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   3 1/12/21   11:49 AM1/12/21   11:49 AM

Finegold_7590_Repro



Publication of this book has been aided by a grant from the Millard Meiss 
Publication Fund of CAA. 

Copyright © 2021 by the University of Texas Press
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America
First edition, 2021

Requests for permission to reproduce material from this work  
should be sent to:

Permissions
University of Texas Press
P.O. Box 7819
Austin, TX 78713-7819
http://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/rp-form

∞  The paper used in this book meets the minimum requirements  
of ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992 (R1997) (Permanence of Paper).

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA

Names: Finegold, Andrew, 1976– author.
Title: Vital voids : cavities and holes in Mesoamerican material culture / 

Andrew Finegold.
Description: First edition. | Austin : University of Texas Press, 2021. | 

Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2020032975
ISBN 978-1-4773-2243-7 (cloth)
ISBN 978-1-4773-2327-4 (library ebook)
ISBN 978-1-4773-2328-1 (non-library ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Mayas—Material culture. | Mayas—Antiquities. | Signs 

and symbols—Central America. | Signs and symbols—Mexico. | 
Holes in art. | Symbolic anthropology.

Classification: LCC F1435.3.M32 F56 2021 | DDC 972.8/01—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020032975

doi:10.7560/322437

Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   4Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   4 1/12/21   11:49 AM1/12/21   11:49 AM

Finegold_7590_Repro



Contents

List of Illustrations  vii
Acknowledgments  xi

CHAP TER 1
What’s in a Hole?

Material Culture and Interpretation
1

CHAP TER 2
Perforated Vessels: Revitalizing the Discourse

Surrounding “Kill Holes”
17

CHAP TER 3
Cavities in the Living Earth

37

CHAP TER 4
The Act of Drilling

71

CHAP TER 5
Perforating the Body

89

CHAP TER 6
Conclusions: Beyond the Resurrection Plate

117

Notes  127
Bibliography  139

Index  157

Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   5Finegold_7590_5pp.indd   5 1/12/21   11:49 AM1/12/21   11:49 AM

Finegold_7590_Repro




