
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST FOR BA in ART HISTORY (effective Fall 2016)

Student: __________________________________   Specialization area: __________________________________
Distribution I areas: __________________________________/___________________________________________
Distribution II areas: __________________________________/__________________________________________
Distribution III areas: __________________________________/__________________________________________
	REQUIREMENT
	COURSE
	TERM/YEAR
	HRS

	Broad Survey
This course does not satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	Focused Survey
This course must also satisfy the Distribution requirement
	
	
	

	Elective 1
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement. A maximum of one elective may be at the 100 level. Two must be at the 200 or 300 level.
	
	
	

	Elective 2
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement. A maximum of one elective may be at the 100 level. Two must be at the 200 or 300 level.
	
	
	

	Elective 3
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement. A maximum of one elective may be at the 100 level. Two must be at the 200 or 300 level.
	
	
	

	Elective 4
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement. A maximum of one elective may be at the 100 level. Two must be at the 200 or 300 level.
	
	
	

	Methods
This is a required course and is taught together with AH 302.
	AH 301 Theories and Methods in Art History
	
	3

	Writing in Art History
This is a required course and is taught together with AH 301.
	AH 303 Writing in Art History
	
	1

	Seminar 1
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	Seminar 2
This course must also satisfy the Distribution or Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	External LAS course
This course must be approved by a faculty adviser and satisfy the Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	External CADA course
This course must be approved by a faculty adviser and satisfy the Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	Internship (AH 483), Study Abroad (AH 491), or Collaborative Research with a Faculty Member (AH 399)
These credits must be approved by a faculty adviser and satisfy the Specialization requirement.
	
	
	

	Optional for graduation with Highest Distinction: Thesis research
This course must be approved by a faculty adviser.
	AH 492 Readings in Art and Architecture History
	
	

	Optional for graduation with Highest Distinction: Thesis writing
This course must be approved by a faculty adviser.
	AH 490 Honors Thesis
	
	


MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
	Courses
	Hrs

	INTRODUCTORY STUDY
Choose one course from each of the following two categories.
Broad Surveys (do not count towards the Distribution or Concentration requirements below):
· AH 100 Introduction to Art and Art History
· AH 101 The Naked and the Nude
· AH 110 World History of Art and the Built Environment I
· AH 111 World History of Art and the Built Environment II
Focused Surveys (do count towards the Distribution and Concentration requirements below). Any other 100 level course including:
· AH 122 History of Chicago Architecture
· AH 125 Introduction to the Art and Architecture of Asia
· AH 130 Photography in History
· AH 160 Trends in International Contemporary Art Since 1960
· AH 180 Introduction to Museum and Exhibition Studies
	6-7

	ELECTIVES
Choose four electives that satisfy the Distribution and Specialization requirements below. A maximum of one elective may be at the 100 level. Two must be at the 200 or 300 level.
	12

	METHODS
All Art History majors must take AH 301: Theories and Methods in Art History. This is taught together with AH 303: Writing in Art History. AH 301 and AH 303 do not count towards Distribution and Specialization requirements below.
	3

	WRITING IN ART HISTORY
All Art History majors must take AH 303: Writing in Art History. This is taught together with AH 301: Theories and Methods in Art History. AH 301 and 303 do not count towards Distribution and Specialization requirements below.
	1

	SEMINARS
Choose a minimum of two 400 level courses that satisfy the Distribution and Specialization requirements below. AH Distinction-track students may substitute 500 level courses but admission is at the discretion of the professor.
	6

	EXTERNAL STUDY
Two external courses are taken at UIC outside of Art History and are required for the major.
LAS Course 
Choose one course in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences in consultation with and approved by your faculty adviser that addresses the same category used for your area of specialization. See Specialization requirement below.
CADA Course
Choose one non-Art History course in the College of Architecture, Design and the Arts in consultation with and approved by your faculty adviser that reflects your research interests. For example, if your studies are focused on the history of painting then you will likely want to take a painting course. See Specialization requirement below.
	6-7

	INTERNSHIP, STUDY ABROAD OR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT WITH FACULTY MEMBER
All Art History majors must complete an internship approved and advised by a faculty adviser (AH 483), or a minimum of one Art History or Museum and Exhibition Studies course at an institution outside the United States approved by a faculty adviser (AH 491), or a collaborative research project with a faculty member (AH 399). The internship, study abroad, or collaborative research should be consistent with student’s specialization area, larger study interests, or prospective career path. See Specialization requirement below.
	3

	TOTAL
	37-39


DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENT
All courses offered through the Art History department except for Broad Surveys (AH 100, 101, 110, and 111), the courses that satisfy the Methods and Writing in Art History requirements (AH 301 and 303), and the optional courses for Graduation with Distinction (AH 492 Readings in Art and Architectural History and AH 490 Honors Thesis), fall under one of the following three categories and eleven topical distribution areas and are devoted at least 50% to that area. Category designations are specified below for most courses and indicated for all courses in course booklets made available at registration time. 
Choose one course from two different topical distribution areas (A, B, C, etc) in each category (I, II, and III). For example, in category I you could choose one course in IA and one in IB but not two in IA. You may meet this requirement by drawing credits from the Introductory Focused Surveys and from the Electives and Seminar requirement above.  Broad Surveys (AH 100, 101, 110, and 111), the courses that satisfy the Methods and Writing in Art History requirements (AH 301 and 303), and the optional courses for Graduation with Distinction (AH 492 and AH 490) do not satisfy the Distribution requirements. Focused survey courses do satisfy the Distribution requirements. 
Category I
A. Ancient Mediterranean / Ancient Near Eastern 
B. Medieval / Islamic
C. Asian / Africa and Its Diaspora
D. Indigenous Art of the Americas 
Category II
A. European and Colonial, 1350-1700
B. European, American and Colonial, 1700-1950
C. Design / Photography
Category III
A. Performance Art / Contemporary Art / Contemporary Architecture
B. Film, Media, Visual Culture 
C. Theory, Methodology, Historiography, Aesthetics
D. Museum Studies
Courses within each Distribution Area
Distribution area designations are listed for most courses on the department website and indicated for all courses offered in any given term in course booklets made available at registration time. Booklets are available from academic advisers, in the department office (106 Jefferson Hall), and on the department website.
SPECIALIZATION REQUIREMENT
The specialization requirement is for four additional classes drawn from other requirements and has four parts. Each should conform to your chosen specialization area selected from the topical distribution areas included in the Courses within each Distribution Area grid above. Broad Surveys (AH 100, 101, 110, and 111), the courses that satisfy the Methods and Writing in Art History requirements (AH 301 and 302), and the optional courses for Graduation with Distinction (AH 492 and 490) do not satisfy the Specialization requirements. Focused survey courses do satisfy the Specialization requirements.
· Choose one additional Art History course in any one of the topical distribution areas included in the grid above headed Courses within each Distribution Area (such as IA Ancient Mediterranean or IA Ancient Near Eastern but not IA Ancient Mediteranean / Ancient Near Eastern). This will be your specialization area and the requirements below should conform to it. This course should be drawn from those used to fulfill the Electives or Seminar requirement above. 
· Choose one course in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences related to the topical distribution area chosen to fulfill the first specialization requirement  in consultation with and approved by your faculty adviser. Art History courses cross-listed with LAS do not count for this requirement. LAS courses that are cross-listed with Art History do count but can only fulfill one requirement. See External requirement above.
· Choose one non-Art History course in the College of Architecture, Design and the Arts in consultation with and approved by your faculty adviser that reflects your research interests. For example, if your studies are focused on the history of painting then you might want to take a painting studio course. See External requirement above.
· Choose an internship, study abroad, or collaborative research project with a faculty member option in consultation with your faculty adviser that reflects your specialization area, larger study interests, or prospective career path. See Internship, Study Abroad or Collaborative Research with Faculty Member requirement above.
DISTINCTION
Departmental Distinction. To be eligible for Departmental Distinction, a candidate must have:
· attended UIC for three semesters,
· a cumulative GPA of 3.00/4.00,
· completed a minimum of 21 hours at UIC in courses required for the major, and
· a GPA of 3.50/4.00 in courses required for the major.
High Distinction. To be eligible for High Distinction, a candidate must complete all requirements for Departmental Distinction with a GPA of 3.75/4.00 in courses required for the major.
Highest Distinction. To be eligible for Highest Distinction, a candidate must meet all requirements for High Distinction and complete AH 492 and AH 490 with grades of A.
1

